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FALL READY-TO-WEAR: FIT TO BE SOLD 


Not in many seasons has fashion looked so 
Salable. Nor been so free of controversy. 
Designers, exercising admirable restraint, 
have avoided both extremes (tent or tube). 
The result is Disciplined Moderation. The 
silhouette is body conscious, with just 
enough fabric added to assure free movement 
and wearability. Rich-textured fabrics are 
the ultimate lures. 


THEMES: CHINESE -- or classic. 


THEY COME TWO-BY-TWO: Doubles -- the 
newest layering phenomenon -- Double Vests 
and Double Shirts, layered, in turn, over 
and over other separates -- Double Coats 
-- double-faced fabrics, of course. 


SUITS =~ by their VESTS shall ye know them: 
BLAZERS -- shirtsuits -- tailored suits -- 


Chanel-is-Forever -- (Eleanor Brenner for 
Costume Capers) -- zipped suit jackets 

(Bill Blass) -- Norfolk (Ralph Lauren) -- 
Most of them with vests: under sweater 
suits (Gloria Sachs), sweater-vests (Clovis 
Ruffin); boucle solid skirt with contrasting 
sweater (Renee Helga Howie); back-belted 
(Calvin Klein); reversible (Adri) ... But 
mostly, all is a costume: vest/skirt or 
pants, vest/cropped jacket -- double vests, 


and QUILTING. 


JUMPSUITS head the pants parade: tailored, 
for day (Mady Gerrard, Wacs Works) -- with 


drawstring waist (Kasper, Concept VII) -- 
with zip front (Scott Barrie) -- for 
evening, plunge neck (James Daugherty, 
Stephen Burrows), halter neck (Willi Smith), 
strapless (Anthony Muto/Marita) ... PANTS 
co-exist with skirts, are mostly straight 
leg -- newest when topped by dresses (Stan 
Herman, Bieff-Herrera, Stephen Burrows) ... 
CULOTTES surface again, on the chance that 
this time they might catch on. 

(continued on page 2) 
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INTERSTOFF SPRING '76: COLORFUL, AND CLASSIC 


In these times of severe economic stress, 
compounded by increasing labor costs, prices 
of fabrics were astronomically high; one 
could not expect to find startling changes 
in Frankfurt. The Paris Pret-a-Porter manu- 
facturers had opted for "playing it safe"; 
and so did the mills exhibiting at the 33rd 
semi-annual Interstoff. 


COLOR emerges as the focal point: clear, 
clean and BRIGHT, colors and the manner in 
which they were utilized give the classic, 
uncontrived base cloths a fresh new look ... 
THE SOUTH AMERICAN BRIGHTS -- magenta, 
crimson, shocking pink, turquoise, bright 
orange, yellow ... THE MID-TONES -- French 
and periwinkle blue, jade and apple green, 
parma violet, coral, geranium, strawberry 
-.. THE CHALK PASTELS -- sherbert versions 
of the mid-tones ... THE BASICS -- bleached 
white, black, pale and medium grey ... WORK- 
CLOTHES COLORS -- up from the ranks -- bleu 
de chine, denim blue, olive, khaki beige ... 
THE COMBINATIONS -- brights and white, multi 
brights, black and white, black and brights, 
work clothes colors and bright. 


THE BASE CLOTHS -- natural, rustic looks 
continue, with cotton and cotton blends in 
the lead ... fabrics have a crisper, drier 
hand (in some instances, deer hair replaces 
rabbit's hair to achieve this), always 
retaining their lightness of weight and soft 
drapeability ... THE NUBBY & SLUBBIES -- 
shantung and simulated shantung, linen (new- 
est when glazed), Dupioni types ... the 
cottons and their blended offshoots -- pop- 
lin, sateen, canvas, gabardine, drill cloth, 
chino, interlock -- muslin in all weights, 
gauze, trash cloth ... open weave etamin, 
end on ends ... Bedford cord, Panama, waffle 
pique, sharkskin (on its own or used as trim) 


-+- Genim still very much in evidence -- pre- 
washed, fade out, ombre, printed -- INDIGO. 


(continued on page 2) 


AMERICAN FALL RTW (continued from page 1) 


COATS, TOPPERS, JACKETS: coats are limp, 
unconstructed, many unlined even in single- 
faced fabrics ... LAYERED DOUBLE COATS are 
newest, same shape but in different fabrics 
(John Kloss), the top one for the rain 
(Calvin Klein) -- DOUBLE-FACED (Bill Blass, 
Adele Simpson, John Anthony) ... capelet 
coats (Albert Nipon) -- WRAP COATS, with 
rounded edges (Trigere) -- cardigan, reefer, 
polo and sweater coats ... TOPPERS, cap 
sleeved (Clovis Ruffin) ... JACKETS -- pea 
jackets, smartly side-buttoned (Wacs Works) 
-- battle- and lumber-jacs -- hacking (Haire 
for Friedricks) -- Chinese (quilted) coolie 
and worker's jackets. 





JUMPERS are the DRESS to watch, but SEPA- 
RATES, especially one or two sweaters/skirt 
or pants, and possibly vest, outdistance 
both dresses and suits -- JUMPERS (Geoffrey 
Beene, Gil Aimbez/Genre), with extended cap 
sleeves (Kasper) -- in Ultrasuede (Jerry 
Silverman), apron-styled (Vera Maxwell) -- 
for evening (Jean Muir/America, Mrs. H. 
Winter/Yesterday's News) ... THE NEW FLAT 
DRESS, two tie-on parts that fold flat, fit 
all (Chloe/N.Y.) ... Body Dresses, most 
often with hood or funnel neck (Hubert 
Latimer/Atelier 7) ... Chinese TUNICS over 
skirts or pants ... chemises ... LAYERED 
DOUBLE SHIRTS -- under body sweater and 
wrapped hip-yoke skirt (Beene Bag), under 
hooded sweater and knit dress (Concept VII) 
SKIRTS WRAP to the side -- "“dirndl" implies 
just a few tiny gathers -- pleats are 
mushroom fine. 


EVENING news lies in LAYERED TOGAS, in 
two fabrics and poncho-pointed, in two 
colors and ombre striped (Trigere) ... 
coachman's velvet cape lined in silk 
(Renee Helga Howie). 


DETAILS: there's never been such a craze 
for QUILTING -- quilted panne velvet -- 
quilted satin jackets that reverse -- 
quilted Ultrasuede (Halston) -- quilted 
sweatercoat (D.D.Dominick) -- quilted coats 
of flannel, jersey -- of Oriental floral 
pattern (Cathy Hardwick & Friends) -- 
quilted REVERSIBLE coats, vests ... HIP 
YOKES ... TUCKING (Blass, Design Thai, 
Adele Simpson), improved pin-fine, effected 
with cording (Beene) ... DRAWSTRINGS ... 
appliques ... HOODS regain strength, are a 
theme (Oscar de la Renta) ... toggle and 
frog closings. 


INTERSTOFF SPRING '76 (continued from page 1) 


THE KNITS -- 45-denier textured polyester in 
print and solid -- 28-gauge double jersey 
polyester blends ... dull/shiny ... velours 
ee. Open work "Aertex" stitches, crepe 
stitch interlock -- dropped needle effects. 


THE PATTERNS -- STRIPES, STRIPES, STRIPES -- 
fine line men's shirting ... slubbed linear, 
soft edge -- ombre, awning, crayon, candy, 
wavy, Moroccan peasant ... PLAIDS -- open 
handkerchief, dish towel, country kitchen, 
mini tartan ... CHECKS -- tattersall, window- 
pane, gingham. 


THE PRINTS: No big message here and no 
strong direction either -- prints are still 
prominent, but solids continue to make 
inroads ... THE ETHNICS -- inspired by South 
American or Navajo symbols or Pennsylvania 
Dutch "Hex" signs ... florals, including 
wallpaper types -- "Liberty" -- art nouveau 
-- floral striping, clusters -- upholstery 
chintz (sometimes glazed) -- tiny, steel 
engraved provincials, Chinese woodcuts and 
bamboo -- paisley, mini geometrics, scenics, 
ancient church frescos -- fruits and vege- 
tables -- bicentennial -- stippled, splat- 
tered, marbelized effects -- positive/ 
negative. 


Villa d'Este in Cernobbio (Como) was the 
setting for IdeaComo, show-window for 
Italian silk fabric manufacturers. It was 
sponsored by the Milanese group, MITAM, 
whose usual semi-annual presentation was not 
held this May. 


GENERAL TRENDS: Everything is fluid, soft 
and ultra-feminine -- a garden party look ... 
LIGHT TRANSPARENTS -- muslin, crepe, tissue- 
thin shantung, jersey -- diaphanous georgette, 
gauze -- delicate silk and polyester mixtures 
... COLORS repeat the ethereal, feminine 
image -- smokey and muted -- turquoise, jade, 
Schiaparelli pink, mustard, sky blue, peach, 
violet, tender green on grounds that relate 
-- grey, ecru, navy or black ... Impression- 
istic brush strokes -- French "wallpaper" 
landscapes ... FLOWERS ARE THE PRINT for 
Spring -- dark edges blend with background -- 
chromatic uniformity .e- STRIPES -- thin, 
barely defined -- subdued combinations ... 
MINI GEOMETRICS -- crayon scribbling. 





NEW YORK BOUTIQUES -- EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE, AND DOWNTOWN 


OPHELIE, 673 Madison Ave., 594-0124. 
This tiny corner shop is full of 
unusual jewelry -- bangles, drops, 
beaded necklaces, rings -- mother of 
pearl -- gold, ivory, wood -- designed 
by Francois Herail. Also, the finest 
china. (In Paris: Anemone, Ave. 
Bernard Palissy, near St. Germain; 
St. Tropez, Rue de la Panche). 


TIBET ARTS & CRAFTS, 693 Madison, 935-9219. 
Craftsmanship from this small 
Himalayan country, now part of China. 
Many items -- apparel -- from India. 


SWEE'S GOLD 'N THINGS, 737 Madison, 
628-8558. Swee Lo O'Reilly's exciting 
assortment of bangles, baubels, beads, 
rings, small objets d'art. Especially 
popular are the cinnabar bracelets or 
beads necklace, mixing cinnabar with 
jade ... antique African ivory bangles 
... crystal eggs or crystal drop ... 
Moderate to expensive. 


SPORTIQUE, 816 Madison Avenue, 535-2400. 
Imported and American separates, inclu- 
ding Renee Helga Howie's special knits 
for day into evening. (In Palm Beach, 

218 Worth Ave.; Atlanta, Peachtree Mall). 


ART ASIA, 1088 Madison Avenue, 249-7250. 
Bangles, rings, pins, necklaces, hair 
ornaments from all parts East. Also, 
furniture, statues, wall hangings. 


MACKLOWE GALLERY, 1088 Madison, 288-1124. 
Splendid assortment of art deco and 
art nouveau jewelry, furniture, vases. 


CHINA HOUSE OF ARTS & POTTERY, 1100 Madison 
(82nd & 83rd St.), 794-9652. Assort- 
ment of jewelry in silver, jade, 
marble, ivory, lacquered wood; pottery, 
paintings, lamps, vases. 


VALESKA, 822 Lexington Ave. (63rd St.), 
734-5473. Variety of merchandise, from 
coordinated sportswear -- shirts, T- 
shirts, dresses, beachwear -- mostly 
from France, Italy, Scandinavia. Gifts 
and accessories -- boxes, baskets, 
picture frames, pillows. (Also at 123 E. 
77 St., 752-6895; & 254 W. 72., 628-6665). 


EVE LOST LTD., 956 Lexington Ave. 
288-7350. 
from Italy. 


C7OtH Sts); 
European sportswear, mostly 
Also, their own designs. 


TURTLEGREEN, 1006 Lexington Ave. 


(72nd St.), 
735-7756. Caters to individual tastes -- 
hand-crocheted sweater sets with matching 
trousers. Their own designed skirts in 
imported fabrics. 


ALICE GEE, INC., 17 East 55th St., 355-7470. 


American, French and Italian RTW. Hand- 
loomed knits ... Accessories -- Reva 
Bags -- Doro scarves & capes -- jewelry. 
Their own seamstress will make copies of 
dresses and trousers. 


LE TOURNESOL, 203 East 60th St., 752-7570. 
English, French, and California sports- 
wear; and an exclusive group of shirts, 
pants, and silk painted scarves. 


CHERCHEZ, 141 East 76th (upstairs), 737-8215. 
Barbara Orbach's very special shop runs 
the gamut from old clothes (lots of 
Edwardian), unusual antiques, books, 
baskets, Also, their own potpourri. 


DELLE CELLE, INC., 41 East 78th St., 744-5820. 
Tony Leiva and Ed Borella's elegant 
boutique features hand-made shirts and 
skirts ... Gherardini bags and belts 
(exclusive) ... hats, scarves, etc. 


DULCINEA, 15 West 55th Street, 758-9022. 
Unusual European RTW, as well as T-shirts, 
string bikinis, accessories, scarves, 
millinery (Also, 1137 First Avenue). 


CHINESE FASHIONS AT THE BEST OF PRICES..... 


HONG KONG HOUSE, 17A Mott Street, 227-4748. 
Silk quilted mandarin jackets -- coolie 
jackets ... straight legged trousers ... 
black cotton flat shoes ... accessories. 


EMPORIUM EAST, 19 Mott Street. 
Accessories ... Beautiful silk fans. 


HONG KONG CITY, 40 A Mott Street, 962-7981. 
Kimonos -- floral painted, varied lengths. 


SANG CHONG, 85 Mott Street, 962-2136. 
Accessories and evening bags of rice 
paper, decorated with geometric designs 
or finely painted Chinese scenics. 


NEW FASHIONS, 84 Bayard Street, 233-1766. 
Wooden clogs from mainland China ... 
Black coolie jackets. 





NEW CREATIVITY IN FALL LOUNGEWEAR 

Seventh Avenue meets Madison Avenue in Fall 
loungewear -- the big news is the great 
variety of FABRICS: Butter-soft "Super 
Chamois,” successor to Ultrasuede (Ronald 
Kolodzie/Concept VII for Eye-Ful) ... 
featherweight and sweaterknit jersies (Adri/ 
Royal Robes; Anne Klein) ... polyester satin 
-- satin stripes ... terry velours and 
ribbed terry (Bonnie Cashin/Evelyn Pearson; 
Bill Tice/Concept 70) -- surface interest 
fleeces -- corduroy (Bill Tice) -- quilted 
-- panne "Nomelle Ancuna" (Kolodzie, Adri) 
-- terry fleece (Donald Brooks/Maidenform) 
--. and, for the young customer, brushed 
cotton flannel in hunting shirt plaids; 

and "Pilou," French-inspired acrylic poly- 
ester and flax (Clovis Ruffin) ... OUTSTAND- 
ING PRINTS by Julian Tomchin for Donald 
Brooks, inspired by Aubusson prints and 
Persian carpet patterns ... floral porcelain 
prints (Adri) ... "Dior Rose" print fleece 
and C.D. (Christian Dior) jacquard knits. 





THE SWEATER LOOKS: LONG SWEATER DRESSES -- 
balbriggan (Bonnie Cashin/Evelyn Pearson) 
-- Orlon -- with contrast sleeves & turtle- 
neck yoke (Christian Dior) -- cashmere -- 
rabbit hair blend, with long vest or not 
(Giorgio di Sant'Angelo/Raymodes) -- 
striped cotton-blends -- hooded lounge 
dress/boucle sweater (Adri) ... SWEATER 
ROBES -- flat-cartridge pleated yoke, in 
Acrylan (John Kloss/Cira). 


SOFT, COMFORTABLE WRAP ROBES -- cashmere 
(Halston IV/Dorian Loungewear) -- gold 
paisley (Jean Muir/Bendel's Studio) -- 
quilted fleece or nylon ... REVERSIBLE 
fleece/quilted paisley (Raymodes) ... 
CHINOISERIE ... KIMONO ROBES -- fan sleeves 
(Donald Brooks) ... STEAMER ROBES (Kolodzie) 
~-.- PONCHOS (Cashin, Tice) ... MANDARIN 
ROBES ... from full smock with drawstring 
neck -- to slinky T ... drawstring shirred 
shoulders and sleeves ... Fortuny pleats 
(Adri, Cashin, Kolodzie), 


OTHER DETAILS: Galosha closings (Tice) ... 
gripper closings (Cashin) ... "Hand Done," 
unique Americana patchwork (Periphery). 


PUT THE SHOE ON THE RIGHT FOOT 


Exports take up 70% of Italy's shoe produc- 
tion, with 65% absorbed by the U.S. and 
West Germany alone. In 1974, approximately 
172 million pairs of shoes were sold abroad. 
With rises in labor and production costs, 
the emphasis is now on quality rather than 
competive price. Certain future trends 
were emphasized at the recent MODACALZATURA 
show in Bologna: 


LIGHT AND RESISTANT PREFABRICATED soles, 
wedges, heels -- synthetic rubber -- poly- 
urethane -- polystyrene plastic ... The 
decline of platforms -- soles are thin -- 


heels, moderately high. 


All types of LEATHERS -- some SYNTHETICS ... 
Chromium chemical tanning, instead of vege- 
table ... Aniline dyes -- grain shows 
through -- smooth, bright finishes. 


COLORS: low-key tones -- full range of 
browns and mossy greens ... dusty rose for 
late day ... wide spectrum of greys for 
women and men. 


WOMEN'S SHOES: slim and lengthened, rounded 
toes, flat to high heels -- some three-inch 
spike-heels (Colette, Sergio Rossi) ... 
Laced "grannies" (Mario Valentino) ... high 
throats with elasticized band ... string 
stitching on dark body with blond heel and 
sole (Casadei) ... leather covered wedge 
heels on suede shoes ... low wedges on 
casual slipper styles ... Baby-ish, flat 
Mary Jane's with ankle straps (Magli) ... 
tone-on-tone colors ... mating of two 
leathers ... Musketeer boots with soft 
ankle shaping, higher heels (Romagnoli, 
Mario Valentino). 


FOR SPORTSWEAR: light, cozy, apres-ski 
boots in shaggy goat fur on prefab soles 
(Delfino) ... canvas or synthetic tennis 
shoes in bright hues, decorated with sport 
motifs (Simod) ... Gaucho boots (Giobi Moda) 
--. rubber-soled, anti-slip mountain clogs. 


CHILDREN'S SHOES: orthopedic soles, lacing, 
high throats (Balducci) ... navy, important. 
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